United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



I0/5K9.504 



08/16/2006 



Hiroshi A 



22852 7590 09/13/2010 

FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, GARRETT & DUNNER 
LLP 

901 NEW YORK AVENUE, NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20001-4413 



CLAWSON, STEPHEN J 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/589,564 


Applicant(s) 

ASADA ET AL. 


Examiner 

STEPHEN J. CLAWSON 


Art Unit 

2461 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 5.6.8.13.14 and 16 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-8 and 13-16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 5, 6, 8, 13, 14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Codignotto (2010/0150446) , and further in view of Droge 
(2002/0004898). 

Regarding claim 5, Codignotto discloses a voice mail device, comprising: 
a first audio data storing section which stores audio data in a first encoding 

format; (See Codignotto fig. 11, '1100'; streaming audio format (i.e. first encoding 

format)) 

a second audio data storing section which stores the audio data in a second 
encoding format; (See Codignotto fig. 11, '1100'; non-streaming audio format (i.e. 
second encoding format)) 
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an encoding format determining section which communicates with a first 
telephone terminal to determine an encoding format of audio data; (See Codignotto 
para. 44, lines 4-5; and para. 174, lines 22-25; a device that accesses the web via a 
browser (i.e. telephone terminal) requests the streaming or non-streaming audio 
files) 

an audio data selecting section which selects audio data from the audio data in 
the first encoding format and the audio data in the second encoding format based on 
the determination by the encoding format determining section; (See Codignotto para. 
44, lines 4-5; and para. 174, lines 22-25; a device that accesses the web via a 
browser (i.e. telephone terminal) requests the streaming or non-streaming audio 
files and therefore it has been selected) 

Codignotto mentions the use the world wide web, html, and webpages (See 
Codignotto para. 9, lines 3-8) Codignotto does not explicitly disclose a packet 
converting section which converts the audio data selected by the audio data selecting 
section to an audio packet; and a packet transmitting section which transmits to the first 
telephone terminal the audio packet resulting from the conversion by the packet 
converting section. However, Droge does disclose a packet converting section which 
converts the audio data selected by the audio data selecting section to an audio packet; 
and a packet transmitting section which transmits to the first telephone terminal the 
audio packet resulting from the conversion by the packet converting section. (See 
Droge para. 60; transmission of data on a packetized network to be sent over the 
Internet, a packet switched network) Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to modify the apparatus of 
Codignotto to include the teaching of packetizing data to be sent over a packet network 
of Droge with the motivation being that it is well-known in the art and further to provide 
way for sharing a medium. 

Regarding claim 6, Codignotto in view of Droge discloses the voice mail device 
as set forth in claim 5, further comprising: 

a packet receiving section which receives a first audio packet including the audio 
data in the first encoding format and a second audio packet including the audio data in 
the second encoding format, 

wherein the first and second audio data storing sections store the audio data 
included in the first and second audio packets received by the packet receiving section. 
(See Codignotto fig. 11; internet server (i.e. packet receiving section) receives the 
audio file in the first and second encoding format) 

Regarding claim 8, Codignotto in view of Droge discloses the voice mail device 
as set forth in claim 6, wherein said packet receiving section receives the first and 
second audio packets originating in audio data recorded in a storage medium. (It is 
inherent that memory of some type would be used (i.e. ram, buffer, queue. ..etc.) 
and this could be considered a storage medium) 
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Regarding claim 13, Codignotto discloses a voice mail communication method, 
comprising: 

storing audio data in a first encoding format; (See Codignotto fig. 11, '1100'; 
streaming audio format (i.e. first encoding format)) 

storing the audio data in a second encoding format; (See Codignotto fig. 11, 
'1100'; non-streaming audio format (i.e. second encoding format)) 

communicating with a first telephone terminal to determine an encoding 
format of audio data; (See Codignotto para. 44, lines 4-5; and para. 174, lines 22-25; 
a device that accesses the web via a browser (i.e. telephone terminal) requests 
the streaming or non-streaming audio files) 

selecting audio data from the audio data in the first encoding format and the 
audio data in the second encoding format based on the determined encoding format; 
(See Codignotto para. 44, lines 4-5; and para. 174, lines 22-25; a device that 
accesses the web via a browser (i.e. telephone terminal) requests the streaming 
or non-streaming audio files and therefore it has been selected) 

Codignotto mentions the use the world wide web, html, Internet, and webpages 
(See Codignotto para. 9, lines 3-8) Codignotto does not explicitly disclose converting 
the selected audio data to an audio packet; and transmitting the audio packet resulting 
from the conversion. However, Droge does disclose converting the selected audio data 
to an audio packet; and transmitting the audio packet resulting from the conversion. 
(See Droge para. 60; transmission of data on a packetized network to be sent over 
the Internet, a packet switched network) Therefore it would have been obvious to 
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one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the claimed invention to modify the method 
of Codignotto to include the teaching of packetizing data to be sent over a packet 
network of Droge with the motivation being that it is well-known in the art and further to 
provide way for sharing a medium. 

Regarding claim 14, Codignotto in view of Droge discloses the voice mail 
communication method as set forth in claim 13, further comprising: 

receiving a first audio packet including the audio data in the first encoding format 
and a second audio packet including the audio data in the second encoding format, 
wherein the stored audio data is the audio data included in the received first and second 
audio packets. (See Codignotto fig. 11; internet server (i.e. packet receiving 
section) receives the audio file in the first and second encoding format) 

Regarding claim 16, Codignotto in view of Droge discloses the voice mail 
communication method as set forth in claim 14, wherein the received first and second 
audio packets originate in audio data recorded in a storage medium. (It is inherent that 
memory of some type would be used (i.e. ram, buffer, queue. ..etc.) and this could 
be considered a storage medium) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 7 and 15 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEPHEN J. CLAWSON whose telephone number is 
(571 )270-7498. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-5:00 pm est. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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